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MINISTER FOR ASIAN ENGAGEMENT — VIETNAM VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Asian Engagement) [12.20 pm]: I rise to inform the house of my 
recent ministerial visit to Vietnam. Vietnam has enjoyed a 30-year period of significant and sustained economic 
growth and is predicted to be the world’s twentieth largest economy by 2050. In a country of some 97 million 
people and growing, this economic expansion represents no small opportunity for Western Australia. During my 
visit I met with the People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City; the Ba Ria–Vung Tau People’s Committee; the vice 
minister of Industry and Trade with Ms Julianne Cowley, Australian Consul General in Ho Chi Minh; Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade officials in both Ho Chi Minh and Hanoi; and Ba Ria—Vung Tau University 
education agents and many more. Each meeting provided an opportunity to promote Western Australia as a trade 
and investment partner to Vietnam’s economic growth. I also had the opportunity to see for myself the success 
of two Western Australian businesses in Vietnam. Austal Vietnam was established in Ba Ria–Vung Tau last 
year and already has plans to double its shipbuilding capability. I also visited Interflour Vietnam and learnt 
about its port and mill operations, importing Western Australian wheat to produce flour for the domestic and 
Asian export markets. 

On Anzac Day, I was joined by the Premier’s Anzac Student Tour in the gardens of our embassy in Hanoi for the 
dawn service. The members of this group of 10 young Western Australians were exemplary representatives of 
their schools, their communities and our state. Well done to the young people involved and to the staff who 
supported them. 

The opportunity to build partnerships with Vietnam is immense. Education, tourism, energy, technology and 
advanced manufacturing, agribusiness and food safety are some of the areas in which Vietnam is seeking partnerships 
and in which Western Australia has much to offer. With a commitment to create an additional 150 000 jobs for 
Western Australians, “Our Priorities: Sharing Prosperity” sets out the McGowan Government’s plan to grow and 
share the prosperity this state should rightly enjoy. To achieve this we must harness the economies of our nearest 
neighbours. This will not happen by accident. This is why the McGowan Government has put Asian engagement 
at the cabinet table—the only state in this nation to do so. 

Finally, I would like to thank the government and people of Vietnam for their generous welcoming of the 
Western Australian government to their beautiful country. I commit to working hard to deliver on the opportunities 
that this relationship may offer. 
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